
Eastern Carolina Firefighters Association 
General Meeting Minutes, July 10, 2014 

The Eastern Carolina Firefighters Association held the quarterly meeting at Atkinson VFD on Thursday, 
July 10, 2014 

President Barry Overman called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

Atkinson Mayor Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting.  William Moore gave the invocation. 

Minutes:  The minutes of the April 2014 general business meeting were distributed.  Motion by Number 
7 Township VFD (Craven Co), seconded by New Hanover FR (New Hanover Co).  Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Scott Rogers distributed the Treasurer’s report.  Motion by Atkinson VFD (Pender 
Co) seconded by Lower Currituck VFD (Currituck Co).  Approved.  

There was no Old Business to discuss. 

New Business:  President Overman presented nominations for the board.  There were no nominations 
from the floor.  Motion by Faison FD (Duplin Co.) Seconded by Leland FD (Brunswick Co.) to accept.  
Approved. 

Jason Turner gave a presentation about the Atkinson VFD and their 50th anniversary celebration. 

Committee / Agency Updates:  

NCSFA.  Executive Director Tim Bradley recognized past NCSFA presidents in attendance.  He gave an 
update of the successful legislation passed to benefit NC’s fire service.  Great turnout to Legislative Day. 

State grants for FD’s that have limited budgets (under $50,000) may be eligible for funding at 75/25 
instead of 50/50.  OSFM administers that program. 

The association has increased their AD and D insurance to $25k. 

Help needed to keep the FEPP program.  The feds are imposing unrealistic emissions standards on 
surplus equipment. 

Annual NCSFA audit will not be ready until after the annual conference due to the date change. 

There are a few administrative changes in how workers comp is handled.  No tax dollars are used to 
fund the system, and it is funded by the gross premium tax (insurance percentage). 

Recent changes in the Relief Fund include new allowable uses.  They are paying for workers comp, 
NCSFA dues, supplemental retirement, physicals, and state pension fund.  Relief Fund money can’t be 
shifted into “hidden” accounts and all money must be accounted for. 

NCAFC.  Donnie Hall thanked everyone for the strong support of the legislation.  He noted that 
membership is now renewable online, but closes September 1.  2015 renewals begin January 1. 



Chiefs Association members visited the 2014 Fire Caucus in Washington and felt their efforts were 
successful.  Board members also attended the South Eastern Association of Fire Chiefs in Tennessee in 
June. 

The 2014 NFA Weekend will be November 21-23 and registration is available online at the NCAFC 
website. 

The Mid-Winter conference will be in Concord from February 4 – 8.  2015 Fire Prevention School will be 
March 23-27 at Fort Fisher.  Chief Officer Development at Charlotte FD.  2 week course. 

NCFFF.  Ed Brinson gave an update on activities during the SAFRE including memorial service and Corn 
Hole tournament fundraiser.  Also, someone vandalized the Fallen monument by pouring corrosives on 
it.  Damage will be repaired if possible. 

OSFM.  Jan Parker announced there have been 37 fire deaths so far in NC this year.  The smoke alarm 
grant program is doing well, but 3 out of 5 fire deaths still occur in homes without a working smoke 
alarm. 

Tony Bailey gave an update on new rating requirements and offered classes on the new system to any 
departments.  Simply request one through OSFM. 

Mike Edwards announced the departure of Brandi Maynard.  She was in the certification section.  He 
also reviewed the NFA Weekend and gave dates for Chief 101 and Instructor upgrades. 

NC Community Colleges.  Kenny Witherington reminded that the new FF certification process begins 
January 1. 

Jay Palassis with Safe Industries gave a presentation on the products, services and KME apparatus they 
offer.  

Bradley Kinlaw thanked and recognized our meal sponsor, Safe Industries, and the other vendors 
present.  A 50/50 raffle was held during the evening and the proceeds were given to the Atkinson VFD in 
a show of support. 

Thanks to the Atkinson VFD for the hospitality and great meal. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, October 2, 2014 at Carolina Beach FD.  Meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Glenn Rainey, Secretary 


