
Eastern Carolina Firefighters Association 
General Meeting Minutes, April 13, 2017 

The Eastern Carolina Firefighters Association held the quarterly meeting at Morehead City Fire Station 2, 
hosted by Morehead City Fire Department on Thursday, April 13, 2017. 

President Dewand Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Invocation was given by Chaplain Tracy 
Mosley.  Morehead City Fire Chief Jamie Fulk welcomed everyone to the meeting and the meal was served. 

Minutes:  The minutes of the January 2017 general business meeting were read.  Motion by Pantego VFD 
(Beaufort Co), Seconded by Number 9 Twp. (Craven Co.)  Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Chris Smith gave the Treasurer’s report.  Motion by Pantego VFD (Beaufort Co), 
Seconded by Number 7 Twp. (Craven Co.)  Approved. 

Old Business:  Jamie Fulk presented the Nominations Committee report and announced the nomination 
of Chief Buddy Martinette for the open seat as director for the NC Chiefs. 

President Taylor discussed the changes to the Bylaws and that they would be online for viewing and 
comments.  They will be voted upon at the July general meeting. 

Program:  Captain Kelly Urban gave an overview of an innovative program in Morehead City involving the 
use of taxi vouchers for non-emergency trips to the hospital for items such as follow up appointments, 
prescription refills, etc.  The department is tracking the data to see if it will help keep ambulances in service 
more often for true emergency calls. 

Paul Miller with the NC Fraternal Insurance Program gave an overview of the products and benefits 
offered.  Working on Mental Health Assistance for firefighters. 

Chief Donna Black of the Duck VFD in Dare County spoke about the IAFC and the Volunteer / Combination 
Officers section of which she is a board member.  Encouraged departments to take advantage of the 
benefits of the IAFC. 

Committee / Agency Updates:  

NCSFA.  Tim Bradley introduced NCSFA staff and officers in attendance.  He recounted the devastating fire 
in downtown Raleigh that caused significant damage to the NCSFA offices.  Will be relocated for about 18 
months.  Office is fully operational.  Due to the interruption, scholarships, dues and other time sensitive 
items will be worked with to ensure all get submitted and to lessen problems because of the delays.   

The 2017 FRI/SAFRE Conference is being held in Charlotte this year July 26th – 29th. Registration is now 
available on-line. We are cohosting with FRI. While you can attend the SAFRE conference for the usual NC 
Reasonable rates, since we are co-hosting with FRI, you can attend their conference at a rate never offered 
before if you are a firefighter in NC. The vendor show will be much larger than last year and will not only 
include our usual vendors, but the national companies that always show.  Legislative priorities and status 
was shared.  Several key bills being supported and followed.  All are encouraged to be active on these 
issues and to sign up for Capital Impact newsletter emails to keep up to date on these bills.  Legislative 
Day is May 4. 



NCAFC.  Executive Director Jake Whisnant recognized staff and board members.  He discussed the recent 
Focus Group, the joint meetings with instructors and other groups at the Mid-Winter conference.  The 
Fire Prevention school was a huge success again this year.  NCAFC members were recently in DC for the 
Congressional Fire Service Caucus.  Director Whisnant encouraged all to consider attending the 
Accreditation Consortium in Greensboro.  Even if not looking into accreditation, it is great information. 

Legislative Day is May 4.  He encouraged everyone to bring someone that hasn’t been before.  Great 
experience.  Chief Executive Development will be opening soon, possibly in May.  

NCAFC President Tracy Mosley asked Bill Carter with LGFCU Commercial Lending to come up to be 
recognized by the group for their solid support of NC fire service.  He presented Bill a plaque from the 
Chiefs Association. 

NCFFF.  Doug Bissette gave the update for the Fallen.  The memorial will be May 1st in Raleigh.  There will 
be 4 honored from the East out of 11 honorees.   There will be a parade this year.  Association president 
Dewand Taylor presented the NCFFF with a check for $2,000 to help with the costs of the memorial service 
and assisting the families from the East. 

OSFM.  Alana Denton, special advisor to the State Fire Marshal updated all on the disaster relief grants, 
including one for municipal departments.  OSFM now has a dedicated grant specialist for each county. 

Mike Edwards discussed that audits are being conducted more frequently.  He gave updates on Q School.  
The two-time requirement has been eliminated, and students can test an unlimited number of times.  
Driver / Operator revisions almost complete.  D/O instructors need to take a update.  Will be online.  OSFM 
moving towards digital certificates in the near future. 

Mike is retiring in May.  He received a standing ovation from the crowd for his dedication and hard work. 

NC Society of Fire Instructors.  Phil Batts noted that low cost liability insurance is available to NCSFI 
members.  Coverages up to 1 million dollars is as low as $125 a year.  Membership is required. 

Ronnie Hayes thanked and recognized our meal sponsor Deep South Fire Trucks, and the other vendors 
present.  The 50/50 drawing was held and door prizes awarded. 

Roll call found 63 members in attendance from 19 counties. 

Thanks to Chief Fulk and MHCFD for the hospitality. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, July 13, 2017 hosted by Nash Community College. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, Glenn Rainey, Secretary 


