
Eastern Carolina Firefighters Association 
General Meeting Minutes, January 12, 2017 

The Eastern Carolina Firefighters Association held the quarterly meeting at the New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church, hosted by Silver Lake Volunteer Fire Department on Thursday, January 12, 2017. 

SLVFD Chief Phil Batts welcomed everyone to the meeting and the meal was served, with by pastor 
Stevenson at 6:30. 

President Dewand Taylor called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  President Taylor introduced the Board 
of Directors. 

Minutes:  The minutes of the September 2016 general business meeting were read.  Motion by 
Williamston FD (Martin Co.), seconded by Pantego VFD (Beaufort Co) Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Chris Smith gave the Treasurer’s report.  Motion by Pantego VFD (Beaufort Co) 
seconded by Williamston FD (Martin Co.).  Approved.  

New Business:  Ed Weigl presented the 2016 Fire Chief and Fire Officer of the Year nominees.  New Bern 
Chief Bobby Boyd read the nomination and presented division chief Jim McConnell with the 2016 Officer 
of the Year award.  Ed then read the nomination and presented Darlington VFD Chief Richard Pulley with 
the 2016 Chief of the Year award.  Both men will be forwarded to the NC Chief’s for consideration of their 
awards at the Mid-Winter. 

Chief Batts introduced newly elected state fire marshal and insurance commissioner Mike Causey.  Fire 
Marshal Causey answered questions and offered his willingness to help the fire service. 

Committee / Agency Updates:  

NCSFA.  Tim Bradley introduced NCSFA staff and officers in attendance.  He discussed several important 
issues, among them:  Relief Fund, department need to be aware of their balances; Roster; deadline for 
Roster reporting. They are due to be filed electronically on-line by January 15th. This includes the 
membership roster as well as the certification of firefighters. Failure to submit these on time could result 
in loss of service credits for firefighters.  Scholarships; Scholarships are now open on-line for 2017. There 
are 15 scholarships per region awarded each year. Also have (8) $500 training grants available per region. 
Hope to expand in the future. The electronic submission due date for the scholarship and grant 
applications is March 15.  New insurance services are being offered and a new administrator for services.  
SAFRE; This year SAFRE is in Charlotte along with FRI.  Dates are July 26 - 29.  SAFRE returns to Raleigh in 
2018. 

The combined legislative committee of the NCSFA and NCAFC has been meeting and working on legislative 
initiatives for the upcoming session. It’s too early to say what they will be, since the committee has not 
fine-tuned the list, but you can track all legislative actions by going to ncsfa.com and signing on to Capital 
Impact, or legislative tracking. You get weekly updates on legislative happenings, and gives us the 
opportunity to let you know when help is needed on a particular bill. This is the strength of our legislative 
effort, the ability to keep everyone informed and working together, and to speak as one voice. 



Statistician Dennis Pressley asked for feedback as to what members wanted or expected from that 
position.  He also spoke briefly about the extraordinary efforts displayed at the Party Rock fire and the 
massive mutual aid.   

NCAFC.  Tracy Mosley gave an update on the mid-winter conference and recognized past presidents in 
attendance.  Dates of several upcoming NCSFA events were given.  He then recognized retired chief Randy 
Godwin with Wilson FD with an ECFA Life Member award.  He discussed the new pilot training 
management course.  Donnie Hall gave an overview of proposed Bylaw changes.  Mostly clarification and 
grammatical updates.  Changes are on the NCAFC website. 

NCFFF.  Doug Bissette gave the update for the Fallen.  The memorial will be May 1st in Raleigh.  There will 
be 4 honored from the East out of 11 honorees.  Encouraged folks to visit the NCFFF on Facebook and that 
they would enjoy being invited to any regional schools as a vendor. 

OSFM.  Meg Langston spoke about the upcoming Fire and Life Safety conference at Concord in February.  
Child Safety Seat classes are available and there are also scholarships to help folks to attend the training. 
Visit buckleupnc.org for info.  Smoke alarms are available.  Departments should keep making requests and 
they will be filled.  The Remembering When program has been retooled and is now Silver Safety. 

She reminded all that Relief Fund Board reports are now due. 

Tony Bailey, OSFM Inspector said 9-S inspections are back on schedule.  Main issues are non-response, no 
Chief 101 certs and incomplete training records. 

Mike Edwards discussed that audits are being conducted more frequently.  TIMS is now a required class 
for all future certifications.  There are updates for many requalification classes. 

NC Community Colleges.  Kenny Weatherington gave updates on changes in the CC system. New EMS 
rules will be in effect soon.  Transition courses being offered.  Military FF’s now fee exempt for fire rescue 
classes at colleges. 

Barry Overman announced that there are some funds available from the NC Firefighters Fund for 
Hurricane relief, and they are looking for donations as well.    

Bradley Kinlaw thanked and recognized our meal sponsor Fire Connections and the other vendors present.  
Ron Inge with Fire Connections thanked the crowd and offered any help with upcoming fire grants.  The 
50/50 drawing was held and door prizes awarded. 

Roll call found 78 members in attendance from 19 counties. 

Thanks to Chief Batts and SLVFD for the hospitality. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, April 13, 2016 hosted by Morehead City FD (Carteret Co.) 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, Glenn Rainey, Secretary 


